i6s6.]                        Prin&ss Anne's Debts.                         488

thropist, to his daughter and her husband in January, 1686, to
endeavour to convince them of the propriety of his abolishing
all laws tending to persecution. On which the prince declared,
" he would lose all the revenues and reversion of the kingdom of
Great Britain, to- which his wife was heiress, before the penal
laws should be abolished." The princess echoed his words; and
with sharpness of tone, for which Penn was unprepared, affirmed,
"that if ever she had the power, she would make the penal laws
against the Catholics firmer than those of queen Elizabeth."
From that moment began the enmity of the Orange party against
"William Penn, which has, indeed, caused some shallow calumnies
to be adopted against him by a modern historian. The prince of
Orange was less violent than his consort, and astutely endeavoured
to bargain with Penn, as the price of his consent, " that king
James should allow his daughter a pension of 48,000?. per annum."
James II. was rich, and free from debt, either public or private;
but he said, " he must first ascertain clearly that this large income,
if he sent it out of the country, would not be used against himself."

The more inimical Mary became, the more affection did the *
princess Anne receive from her father. Her Danish marriage
was happy, and productive of offspring. Her third daughter was
born, May, 1686, at Windsor castle. All her children were carried
off by infantile diseases; yet hope existed that their loss would
be soon supplied.

The princess was munificently endowed by her father with
32,OOOZ. per annum; yet, whether by her own high play, or gifts
to her favourite Sarah, now Lady Churchill, she had been found
every Christmas overwhelmed in debt. Her father had relieved her
twice, but finding, in 1686, that she was 7000Z. in debt, he one day
walked into her boudoir so unexpectedly that lady Churchill
and lady Fitzharding (one of the Yilliers sisters), had only just
time to shut themselves into a closet, where Anne permitted them
to remain as eavesdroppers, listening to the confidential communi-
cation of her father. The king reminded her ** that he had made
her a noble allowance, and that he had twice cheerfully paid her
debts; but that now he was convinced that she had some one
about her for whose sake she plunged herself into inconveniences.
Of these, his paternal affection was willing once more to relieve
her, but she must observe more economy for the future." The
princess Anne only answered her father with tears. The moment
king James departed, out burst the two spies, lady Churchill ex-
cJaiining, "Oh, madam ! all this is owing to that9old rascal, your
uncle!" Ladies are unwise who suffer their women to call their
uncles or fathers "old rascals." This abused uncle, Lawrence